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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Tips for Using Authentic Resources  in Interpretive Communication Tasks  

 
 

Tip 1: Confirm that the resource is authentic.  
 

An authentic resource has the following qualities: 
�†  
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Checklist Format Example  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     (Italian Example) 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/LSXUZdDOsQM?si=UQXrECmIoueYQbsx 
 
Italian Script  to be Read by Teacher: …Quante volte vi capita che vi avanzi del pane, …ma non 
avete voglia di mangiarlo il giorno dopo perché “vecchio”? …questa ricetta è un ottimo modo per 
riciclarlo! Gli ingredienti che vi serviranno sono: Un bel po’ di pane vecchio di un paio di giorni, 
olio, pomodorini, olive, origano e sale 
 
English Translation  of Script : How many times do you have leftover bread...but you don't want to eat it 
the next day because it’s “old”? …This recipe is a great way to recycle it! The ingredients you will need 
are: a lot of bread that is a couple of days old, oil, cherry tomatoes, olives, oregano, and salt. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/LSXUZdDOsQM?si=UQXrECmIoueYQbsx
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Completion Format Example  

 
Directions: Read the document below and the incomplete statements that follow. Complete 
each statement in English based on what you read in the document. Write in words or phrases on 
the blanks provided. There may be more than one correct answer. (1 point each) 
 
Background Information: While researching education in Mexico, you come across results from 
the survey 
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Image Selection Format Example  

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Spanish Example) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.diainternacionalde.com/ficha/buy-nothing-day  
 
Spanish Script to be Read by the Teacher: El Día de No Comprar Nada. El último viernes de 
noviembre se celebra el Día Mundial Sin Compras. …es una jornada mundial…en la que se invita 
a toda la población a no consumir nada. Coincide precisamente con el Black Friday, uno de los 
días de más consumo del año.   
 
English Translation of Script:  Buy Nothing Day. The last Friday in November celebrates the International 
Day of No Shopping. It is a global day in which the entire population is invited to consume nothing. It 
coincides precisely with Black Friday, one of the busiest shopping days of the year. 
 
 
Directions: Listen to the passage that follows. You will hear the passage twice. View the images 
that follow. Then select the image that best answers the question based on the information. 
Write the letter of your chosen answer in the blank. (2 points each) 

 
Background Information: You are listening to a radio broadcast from Spain and hear this report. 

 
_____ 1. Which symbol best represents the message of this international day? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These photos by Unknown Authors are licensed under CC BY-NC, CC BY-NC-ND, CC BY-SA-NC 

 
 

A. B. C. D. 

Teacher Resource 
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Matching Format  

 
Directions  

�†  Write directions in English. 
�†  Write directions specific to one format of matching items. 
�†  Tell students the relationship between the stems and response options provided.  
�†  Tell students where to document their responses. 
�†  Tell students how to document their responses. 
�†  If not all response options will be used or some may be used more than once, state this. 
�†  Specify the point value of each matching item if part of a graded assessment. 

 
Format  

�†  Determine the language of the stems and response options to be matched. 
�†  Create a set of 10 or fewer stems and the same number (or more) of response options to 

be matched. 
�†  Make stems and response options of similar length to one another and in a similar 

grammatical form (e.g., noun, noun phrase) and text type (e.g., word, phrase). 
�†  Create a blank directly preceding each stem where students will document their selected 

response option. Make blanks the same length from item to item. 
�†  If you use more than one matching format (e.g., language, relationship), cluster items by 

format and write unique directions for each. 
 
Content  

�†  Arrange stems in a logical order. 
�†  Ensure that all response options are plausible. 
�†  Focus stems and response options on one type of relationship (e.g., character and 

actions; cause and effect). 
�†  Ensure that relationships are simple in nature. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The Matching Format is not an acceptable format for Proficiency Benchmark Assessments.  
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Matching Format Example  

 
Directions: Read the chart below, Tiempo de uso de la tablet en los niños según su edad. For 
each age listed in the left-hand column, identify the corresponding negative consequence(s) of 
tablet use from the choices in the right-hand column as communicated in the chart. Write the 
letter(s) of the corresponding consequences in the blank to the left of the age. You will not use 
all options presented in the right-hand column. (1 point each) 

 
 

(Spanish Example) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mimanualdelbebe.com/blog_experto/pantallas-y-ninos-una-explosiva-combinacion/ 
 
 

1. ______ A 1-year-old…  A.  Might develop difficulty sleeping. 
 

2. ______ A 3-year-old…  B.  Might become inactive and overweight. 
 

3. ______ A 7-year-old…  C.  Might struggle to develop social skills.  
 

4. ______ A 15-year-old…  D.  Might not be able to manage their emotions.  
 
     E.  Might not be able to learn anything. 
 
     F.  Might accidentally break the device. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tablet Usage Time by Children according to Their Age 

 _ _ _ _ _ _  
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Multiple Choice  Format 

 

Directions  
�†  Write directions in English. 
�†  Write directions specific to one format of multiple choice items.  
�†  Tell students 
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
Multiple Choice Format  Example 

 
 
Directions: Read the authentic resources. Then read the questions that accompany it and the 
four possible answers for each. Select the best answer for each question based on what you 
read. Write the letter of your chosen answer in the blank. (2 points each) 
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Writing Quality Interpretive Communication Tasks 
True-False Format Example 

 
Directions: Read the recommendations from Chile Montaña and the statements that follow. For each 
statement, write T in the blank to the left of the statement if it is True or F if it is False based on the 
reading. Correct each False statement in the blank that follows using information from the reading. 
Write in English. 

(Spanish Example) 
 

 
 
 
 

(Spanish Example)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.chilemontana.cl/recomendaciones-para-vestir-correctamente-en-clima-frio/  
 

 
1. _____People should wear three layers of clothing in a cold climate. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____Wool is recommended as a first layer because it can adjust to the outside temperature. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____ A layer of clothing can include more than one clothing item. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _____Wearing a hat and gloves is optional if the layers of your clothing are warm enough. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

---RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DRESSING CORRECTLY IN COLD WEATHER: LAYERS OF CLOTHING--- 
 

Use wool as a First Layer: Wool is the absolute best in terms of thermal clothing. Since wool adjusts to the 
surrounding temperature, if it is cold, it keeps you warm and, if it is hot, it lets fresh air in. An alternative to wool is 
polyester. 
 

Shirt and pants as a Second Layer: This clothing layer helps keep your body warm, even in very cold weather. 
Depending on how cold it is, this layer can vary from light clothing to even full suits. 
 

Windbreakers and rainwear as a Third Layer: Make sure that this layer’s material breathes, that is, lets moisture 
escape so that your inner layers do not become damp, because if you get them wet you will get cold very quickly. 
 

Protect your head:  Approximately 10% of body heat is lost through your head, so, if you are in cold conditions, it is 
recommended that you wear some type of hat or face covering, a mask and, in extreme cases, goggles. 
 

Use gloves: It is recommended that you bring several types of gloves, to be able to adapt to any situation. You can 
wear gloves that are light, waterproof, closed, etc. However, avoid wearing gloves that are fingerless, convertible, 
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Writing Quality Interpersonal Communication Tasks 
Oral and Signed 



O’Toole (Rev. 10 16 24)                                                                              Page | 19 
 

Writing Quality Interpersonal Communication Tasks 
Oral or Signed Interpersonal Task Examples 

 
 
 

Interpersonal Role Play  
 

 
I am your friend from (target culture).  We are out shopping together and realize that 
we feel hungry. We make plans to get something to eat. 
 
You start the conversation. You have two minutes to make plans with me to get 
something to eat . 

 
 
 
 

Interpersonal Interview  
 
 

Let’s have a conversation about a day that we each think is special. 
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Writing Quality Presentational Communication Tasks 
Oral or Signed Presentational Task  Example 

 
 
Directions:  In (target language), record a voicemail / signed message of 3 to 5 sentences in 
which you carry out the task that is described below. Record your response on (recording 
platform). (5 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

 
Task: Your (target culture) friend is going to meet you after school to study. Call your friend and 

leave a voicemail / signed message to share information with details about your study 
plans.  You may wish to include:  
• when you plan to meet 
• where you plan to meet 
• how to get to the location 
• different options for transportation to the location 
• what your friend should bring with them 
• what you will be studying 
• who will join you in the study session 
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Writing Quality Presentational Communication Tasks 
Written Presentational Task Example 

 
 

Directions:  In (target language), write 3 to 5 sentences in which you carry out the task that is 
described below. Write your response on the lines provided. (10 points) 
 

 
https://suwaneemagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Screen-Shot-2024-07-01-at-2.20.27-PM.png  

 
 

Task: Your keypal sent you a photo of their favorite family meal with a description of the meal. 
Respond to your keypal in an email  in which you describe your favorite meal with several 
details. You may wish to include:  

• 
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NYSED OBEWL Related Resources and Webinars  
(Listed Alphabetically) 

 
Resources 
 

NYS Learning Standards for World Languages (2021) 
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-learning-standards-for-
world-languages-2021.pdf  
 

NYS Themes and Topics for World Languages 
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-themes-and-topics-
2021.pdf 

 

NYS World Language Standards Initiative Authentic Resources Wakelet 
https://wakelet.com/@NYSWorldLanguageStandardsInitiative 

 

NYS World Language Learning Standards Rubrics 
-Classical Languages (https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-
wl-master-rubrics-classical.docx) 
-Modern Languages (https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-languages/nys-wl-
master-rubrics-ml.docx)  

 

Principles and Guidelines for Adopting or Creating Locally Developed Benchmark Assessments 
for Checkpoint A 

-Classical Languages (https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-
languages/checkpoint-a-assessment-guidelines-classical-languages-final.pdf)  
-Modern Languages (other than ASL) (https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-
languages/checkpoint-a-assessment-guidelines-modern-languages-final.pdf)  
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