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administrative officer must advise the Department in writing that the student’s score has been corrected. 
The written notification to the Department must be signed by the superintendent or chief administrative 
officer and must include the initials or student identification numbers (at the discretion of the principal) of 
the students whose scores have been corrected, the examination title, the students’ original and corrected 
scores, and a brief explanation of the nature of the scoring error that was corrected. 

If an administrator has substantial reason to believe that the teacher scoring committee has failed to 
accurately score the answer papers for more than 5% of the school’s test takers for the examination or five 
students, whichever is greater, or when errors are detected more than four months after the test date, the 
administrator must first obtain permission in writing from the Department before arranging for or permitting 
a rescoring of student papers. The written request to the Department must come from the superintendent 
of a public school district or the chief administrative officer of a religious, independent, or charter school 
and must include the examination title, date of administration, and number of students whose papers would 
be subject to such rescoring. This request must also include a statement explaining why the administrator 
believes that the teacher scoring committee failed to score appropriately and, thus, why they believe that 
rescoring the examination papers is necessary. As part of this submission, the school administrator must 
make clear their understanding that such extraordinary re-rating may be carried out only by a full committee 
of teachers constituted in accordance with the scoring guidelines presented above and fully utilizing the 
scoring materials for this examination provided by the Department. 

The Department sometimes finds it necessary to notify schools of a revision to the scoring key and/or 
rating guide for an examination. Should this occur after the scoring committee has completed its work, the 
administrator is authorized to have appropriate members of the scoring committee review students’ 
responses only to the specific question(s) referenced in the notification and to adjust students’ final 
examination scores when appropriate. Only in such circumstances is the school not required to notify or 
obtain approval from the Department before correcting students’ final examination scores. 
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION FOR SCORING THE REGENTS EXAMINATIONS IN 
MATHEMATICS 

The information below refers to the scoring of constructed-response questions on the Regents Examination 
in Algebra I. 

The constructed-response questions (Parts II, III, and IV) on the Regents Examination in Algebra I should 
be scored in accordance with these guidelines: 

�x If the student gives one legible response, even if it is crossed out, teachers should score  
that response. 

�x If there are two or more responses with all but one crossed out, teachers should score only the 
response not crossed out. 

�x If there are one or more partial responses and one complete response, teachers should score the 
complete response. No credit is deducted for incorrect partial responses. 

�x If there are two or more complete responses, teachers should score each response and award credit 
by averaging the highest credit response with the lowest credit response and drop the decimal (for 
example, if a 6-credit question is done three ways, with one worth 5 credits, one worth 3 credits, and 
one worth 0 credits, the student should be awarded 2 credits for the question). 

�x If the question requires the student to include units of measure, full credit cannot be awarded if the 
student omits the unit or if incorrect units are used. Students may include the appropriate unit of 
measure even if it is not required. 

Examples: 

If the question asks for the number of feet in the length of a figure, no unit is required in the 
answer. 

If the question asks for the dimensions of a figure, the proper unit of measure is required 
in the answer in order to receive full credit. 

The rubric will specify how much credit is awarded if units are not used when required. 

�x If a student gives only a correct numerical answer to a problem but does not show how they arrived at 
the answer, the student will be awarded only 1 credit. Generally, constructed-response questions 
require the student to show work. 

A fully correct answer for a multiple-part question requires correct responses for all parts 
of the question. Refer to the rubric for each question for specific scoring guidance. 

�x Students should receive 0 credits if the solution does not contain enough relevant course-
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