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Social Studies Practices: Vertical Articulation Grades K-4 
Social Studies 
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Social Studies 
Practices K 1 2 3 4 

Chronological 
Reasoning and 
Causation 

 

Understand the 
concept of time 
measurements, 
including days 
and weeks. 

Understand the 
concept of time 
measurements, 
including days, 
weeks, months 
and years. 

Understand the 
concept of time 
measurements, 
including 
minutes, hours, 
days, weeks, 
months, years. 
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Social Studies 
Practices K 1 2 3 4 

Geographic 
Reasoning 

Ask geographic 
questions about 
where places are 
located and why 
they are located 
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Social Studies 
Practices K 1 2 3 4 

Economics and 
Economic Systems 

 

  Describe the 
goods and 
services that 
people in the 
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Social Studies 
Practices K 1 2 3 4 

Civic Participation   Identify the 
elements of the 
community’s 
political system. 

Identify different 
types of political 
systems found in 
world 
communities. 

Identify different 
types of political 
systems used at 
various times in 
New York State 
history and, where 
appropriate, in 
United States 
history.  

Identify the role 
of the individual 
in classroom 
participation.  

Identify the role 
of the individual 
in   classroom and 
school 
participation.  

Identify the role 
of the individual 
in classroom, 
school, and local 
community 
participation.  

Identify 
opportunities for 
and the role of the 
individual in 
social and 
political 
participation in 
the school, local 
community, or 
world community. 

Identify 
opportunities for 
and the role of the 
individual in 
social and political 
participation in the 
school, local, 
and/or state 
community.  

Show respect in 
issues involving 
difference and 
conflict.  

Show respect in 
issues involving 
difference and 
conflict; 
participate in the 
resolution of 
differences and 
conflict. 

Show respect in 
issues involving 
difference and 
conflict; 
participate in 
negotiating and 
compromising in 
the resolution of 
differences and 
conflict. 

Show respect in 
issues involving 
difference and 
conflict; 
participate in 
negotiating and 
compromising in 
the resolution of 
differences and 
conflict. 

Show respect in 
issues involving 
difference and 
conflict; 
participate in 
negotiating and 
compromising in 
the resolutic-2.6(i)-171.8(ip)82.4(w 9.96 -0 0 9.96 406.J
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Kindergarten 
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a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 
b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 
c. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals from different cultural backgrounds. 

2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not 
understood. 

3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood. 
 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional 
detail. 

5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 
6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
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Kindergarten: Social Studies Practices 
 
A. Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 

1. Ask questions. 
2. Recognize forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies. 
3. Identify the author or creator of a book or map. 
4. Identify opinions expressed by others. 

 
B. Chronological Reasoning and Causation 

1. Retell an important life event in sequential order. 
2. Understand the concept of time measurements, including days and 
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Grade K: Self and Others 
 

In kindergarten, students study “Self and Others.” The course is organized into five units of study—Individual 
Development and Cultural Identity; Civic Ideals and Practices; Geography, Humans, and the Environment; Time, 
Continuity, and Change; and Economic Systems. These units represent five of the unifying themes of social studies, and 
may be presented in any order. Each unit helps students study themselves in the context of their immediate 
surroundings. Students will learn about similarities and differences between children, families, and communities and 
about holidays, symbols and traditions that unite us as Americans. Students learn about respect for others, and rights and 
responsibilities of individuals.  
 
Individual Development and Cultural Identity 
 
K.1 Children’s sense of self is shaped by experiences that are unique to them and their families, and by common 
experiences shared by a community or nation. 
 

K.1a A sense of self is developed through physical and cultural characteristics and through the development of 
personal likes, dislikes, talents, and skills. 
 
K.1b Personal experiences shape our sense of self and help us understand our likes, dislikes, talents, and skills, 
as well as our connections to others. 
 

�¾ Students will create A BOOK ABOUT ME that includes information about their gender, race/ethnicity, 
family members, likes and dislikes, talents, and skills. 

 
K.2 Children, families, and communities exhibit cultural similarities and differences. 
 

K.2a Each person is unique but also shares common characteristics with other family, school, and community 
members. 
 

�¾ Students will identify characteristics of themselves that are similar to their classmates and 
characteristics that are different, using specific terms and descriptors such as gender, race or ethnicity, 
and native language. 

 
K.2b Unique family activities and traditions are important parts of an individual’s culture and sense of self.  
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�¾ Students will explain when and why national holidays such as Labor Day, Constitution Day, Columbus 
Day, Th
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�¾ Students will locate on a map familiar places or buildings in the community (e.g., school, grocery store, 

train station, hospital). 
 
K.6c Places, physical features, and man-made structures can be located on a map or globe and described using 
specific geographic vocabulary. 
 

�¾ Students will correctly use words and phrases to indicate location and direction (e.g., up, down, near, 
far, left, right, straight, back, behind, in front of, next to, between). 

 
K.7 People and communities are affected by and adapt to their physical environment. 

 
K.7a Climate, seasonal weather changes, and the physical features associated with the community and region all 
affect how people live. 
 

�¾ Students will describe and give examples of seasonal weather changes and illustrate how weather 
affects people and communities. 
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Grade 1 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations about grade 1 topics and texts with peers, diverse partners, and adults 
in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under discussion). 

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 
d. Seek to understand and communicate with individuals from different cultural backgrounds. 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media. 

3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Describe people, places, things, and events, using relevant details and expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions, when appropriate, to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences, when appropriate to the task and the situation. 
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Grade 1:  Social Studies Practices 
 
A. Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence 

1. Develop questions about his/her family. 
2. Recognize different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies (including sources such as art 

and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs). 
3. Identify the creator and/or author of different forms of evidence. 
4. Identify opinions of others. 
5. Create an understanding of the past by using primary and secondary sources. 

 
B. Chronological Reasoning and Causation 

1. Retell a real-life family event in sequential order. 
2. Understand the concept of time measurements, including days, weeks, months, and years. 
3. Identify causes and effects, using examples from his/her family life. 
4. Identify change over time in his/her family. 
5. Identify events of the past, present, and future in his/her family life. 
6. Recognize and identify patterns of continuity in his/her family. 

 
C. Comparison and Contextualization 

1. Identify similarities and differences between neighborhoods. 
2. Identify similarities and/or differences between him/her and others, with detail. 
3. Describe an event in his/her family. 
4. Understand the concepts of geography, economics, and history that apply to his/her family. 

 
D. Geographic Reasoning 

1. Ask geographic questions about where places are located and why they are located there, using geographic 
representations, such as maps and models. Describe where places are in relation to each other. 

2. Identify human activities and human-made features; identify natural events or physical features. 
3. Describe how environment affects his/her and other people’s activities. 
4. Identify a pattern and a process. 
5. Describe how human activities alter places. 

 
E. Economics and Economic Systems 

1. Explain how scarcity affects choices made by families and communities, and identify costs and benefits 
associated with these choices. 

2. Distinguish between a consumer and a producer and their relationship to goods and services. 
3. Explain how people earn money and other ways that people receive money. 

 
F. Civic Participation 

1. Demonstrate respect for the rights of others in discussions, regardless of whether one agrees with the other 
viewpoints. 

2. Participate in activities that focus on a classroom or school issue or problem. 
3. Identify different political systems. 
4. Identify the role of the individual in classroom and school participation. 
5. Show respect in issues involving differences and conflict; participate in the resolution of differences and 

conflict. 
6. Identify situations in which social actions are required. 
7. Identify the president of the United States and the school principal and their leadership responsibilities. 
8. Identify rights and responsibilities within the classroom and school. 
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�¾ Students will use a map of the community and provide directions to another student on how to get from 
the school to another place identified on the map. 

 
1.5c Symbols are used to represent physical features and man-made structures on maps and globes. 
 

�¾ Students will closely read maps making use of the legends to understand symbols and what they 
represent. 

 
1.6 People and communities depend on and modify their physical environment in order to meet basic needs. 

 
1.6a People and communities depend on the physical environment for natural resources. 
 

�¾ Students will identify natural resources required to meet basic needs. 
 
1.6b Roads, dams, bridges, farms, parks, and dwellings are all examples of how people modify the physical 
environment to meet needs and wants. 
 

�¾ Students will identify how the physical environment of their community has been modified to meet 
needs and wants. 

 
1.6c People interact with their physical environment in ways that may have a positive or a negative effect. 
 

�¾ Students will identify positive and negative effects that human interaction can have on the physical 
environment. 

 
Time, Continuity, and Change 
 
1.7 Families have a past and change over time. There are different types of documents that relate family 
histories. (NOTE: Teachers will use their professional judgment and demonstrate sensitivity regarding the varied family 
structures of their students and availability of information.) 

 
1.7a Personal and family history is a source of information for individuals about the people and places around 
them. 
 

�¾ Students will create personal time lines of their life, school year, and family events with the help of 



Grades K-8  Page 26 

 

1.8a Various historical sources exist to inform people about life in the past, including artifacts, letters, maps, 
photographs, and newspapers. 
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Grade 2 
















	Kindergarten

