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Introduction 
 

Social Studies is intended to promote civic competence through the integrated study of the 
social sciences and humanities. Within the school program, Social Studies provides coordinated, 
systematic study that draws upon such disciplines as anthropology, archaeology, economics, 
geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, belief systems, and 
sociology, as well as upon appropriate content from the humanities, mathematics, and natural 
sciences. The primary purpose of Social Studies is to help young people develop the ability to 
make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, 
democratic society in an interdependent world (adapted from the National Council for the 
Social Studies [NCSS] definition of Social Studies). 
 
The Social Studies Framework allows for: 
 

�x Students to develop an understanding of concepts and key ideas through inquiry, 
analysis of primary and secondary source documents, and disciplinary skills and 
practices.  

�x Students to be assessed on their understanding of key ideas and conceptual 
understandings as well as Social Studies practices. 

�x Students to be instructed across the K-12 spectrum by using a cohesive set of 
themes, key ideas, and concepts.  

�x Districts and teachers to continue to have decision-making power about how to 
teach and illustrate key ideas and conceptual understandings to 





New York State Common Core Learning Standards for English 
Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects 
 



College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
 
Text Types and Purposes 
 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events, using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 
and collaborate with others. 
 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 



Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow 
the line of reasoning, and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience, 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information 
and enhance understandings of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 

Introduction  Page 6 

 



 

The C3 Framework and the Inquiry Arc 
 
The College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for State Standards in Social Studies was 
published by the National Council for the Social Studies in September 2013. The C3 Framework 
has three foundations: the Inquiry Arc, Disciplinary Literacy, 



 
Key Components 
 

�ƒ Grade-level Key Ideas, 



Key Ideas 
 



NYS Common Core Literacy Skills 
 
The Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) outline standards for literacy with individual 
grade levels to provide specificity. Grades 6-12 have distinct standards for literacy and writing 
in history/social studies, using the following grade bands: 6-8, 9-10, and 11-12. In order to 
match the structure of the NYS Framework,  the CCLS and Social Studies Practices required a 5-
8, 9-10, and 11-12 articulation of skills, so language was synthesized to match these grade 
bands (i.e., the 



Themes with Context 
 

1. Individual Development and Cultural Identity 
�ƒ Role of social, political, and cultural interactions in the development of identity 
�ƒ Personal identity as a function of an individual’s culture, time, place, geography, 



�ƒ Civic ideals and practices in countries other than our democratic republic 
�ƒ Struggle for rights, access to citizenship rights, and universal human rights 

 
8. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems 

�ƒ Production, distribution, and consumption 
�ƒ Scarcity of resources and the challenges of meeting wants and needs 
�ƒ Supply/demand and the coordination of individual choices 
�ƒ Economic systems 
�ƒ Trade, interdependence, and globalization 
�ƒ Role of government in the economy 
�ƒ Personal finance 

 
9. Science, Technology, and Innovation 

�ƒ Scientific and intellectual theories, findings, discoveries, and philosophies 
�ƒ 



How to Read the Social Studies Framework 

The Key Ideas are 
the central 
organizing feature 
for each grade.  Key 
Ideas represent the 
essential and 
enduring 
understandings that 
should be the focus 
of teaching and 
learning for each 
grade.  

Conceptual 
Understandings 
are more specific 
statements that 
support each Key 
Idea. Conceptual 
Understandings 
scaffold toward 
robust 
understanding of 
the key idea. 

Content Specifications 
identify particular social 
studies content that 
helps to illuminate the 
conceptual 
understandings, 
providing examples 
within the context of 
“Student will. . .” 
statements in order to 
suggest broad 
instructional activities. 

6.5 Comparative Classical Civilizations in the Eastern 
Hemisphere (ca. 600 B.C.E. – ca. 600 C.E.) 

As complex societies and civilizations change over 
time, the political and economic structures evolve. A 
golden age may be indicated when there is an 
extended period of time that is peaceful, prosperous, 
and demonstrates great cultural achievements. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, 
CIV)* 

 

6.5a Geographic factors influenced the development 
of classical civilizations and their political structures.  

�¾ Students will locate the classical 
civilizations on a map and identify 
geographic factors that influenced the 
extent of their boundaries; locate their 
cities on a map and identify their political 
structures. 

�¾ Students will compare and contrast the 
similarities and differences of the Chinese 
(Qin, Han) and Greco-Roman classical 
civilizations by examining religion, job 
specialization, cities, government, 
language/record keeping system, 
technology, and social hierarchy. 

 



 
Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Gathering, 
Interpreting and 
Using Evidence 

Develop questions about 
the world in which we live 
that can be answered by 
gathering, interpreting and 
using evidence. 

Define and frame questions 
about events and the world 
in which we live, and use 
evidence to answer these 
questions. 

Develop and frame 
questions about events and 
the world in which we live, 
form hypotheses as 
potential answers to these 
questions, use evidence to 
answer these questions, 
and consider and analyze 
counter-hypotheses. 

Recognize, analyze and use 
different forms of evidence 
used to make meaning in 
Social Studies (including 
primary and secondary 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Gathering, 
Interpreting, and 
Using Evidence 

Recognize arguments and 
identify evidence.  

Recognize an argument and 
identify evidence that 
supports the argument; 
examine arguments that are 
related to a specific social 
studies topic from multiple 
perspectives; deconstruct 
arguments, recognizing the 
perspective of the argument 
and identifying evidence 
used to support that 
perspective. 

Deconstruct and construct 
plausible and persuasive 
arguments using evidence. 

Create understanding of 
the past by using and 
analyzing primary and 
secondary sources. 

Create meaningful and 
persuasive understandings 
of the past by fusing 
disparate and relevant 
evidence from primary and 
secondary sources. 

Create meaningful and 
persuasive understandings 
of the past by synthesizing 
disparate and relevant 
evidence from primary and 
secondary sources and 
drawing connections to the 
present. 

 

Chronological 
Reasoning and 
Causation 

Explain how events are 
related chronologically to 
one another in time. 

Articulate how events are 
related chronologically to 
one another in time and 
explain the ways in which 
earlier ideas and events 
may influence subsequent 
ideas and events. 

Articulate how events are 
related chronologically to 
one another in time and 
explain the ways in which 
earlier ideas and events 
may influence subsequent 
ideas and events. 

Employ mathematical 
skills to measure time in 
years and centuries.  
Understand the difference 
between BCE and CE.  
Identify the chronological 
significance of data 
presented in time lines 
with teacher support. 

Employ mathematical skills 
to measure time by years, 
decades, centuries, and 
millennia; to calculate time 
from the fixed points of the 
calendar system (BC or BCE 
and AD or CE); and to 
interpret the data presented 
in time lines. 

Employ mathematical 
skills to measure time by 
years, decades, centuries, 
and millennia; to calculate 
time from the fixed points 
of the calendar system (BC 
or BCE and AD or CE); and 
to interpret the data 
presented in time lines. 

Vertical Articulation and Progression of Social Studies Practices 

15 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Chronological 
Reasoning and 
Causation 

Identify causes and effects, 
using examples from 
his/her life and from a 
current event or history. 

Identify causes and effects, 
using examples from 
current events, grade-level 
content, and historical 
events. 

Identify causes and effects, 
using examples from 
different time periods and 
courses of study across 
several grade levels. 

Identify the relationship 
between multiple causes 
and multiple effects. 

Identify, analyze, and 
evaluate the relationship 
between multiple causes 
and effects. 

Identify, analyze, and 
evaluate the relationship 
between multiple causes 
and effects. 

Distinguish between long-
term and immediate 
causes and effects of an 
event from current events 
or history. 

Distinguish between long-
term and immediate causes 
and effects of an event from 
current events or history. 

Distinguish between long-
term and immediate 
causes and multiple effects 
of an event from current 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Comparison and 
Contextualization 

Identify a region by 
describing a feature that 
characterizes it, and then 
compare it other regions. 

Identify a region by 
describing multiple 
characteristics common to 
places within it, and then 
identify other similar 
regions. 

Identify a region by 
describing a characteristic 
common to places within 
it. Identify similar and 
different geographic 
regions across historical 
time periods, and relate 
differences in geography to 
different historical events 
and outcomes. 

Identify multiple 
perspectives of a historical 
event. 

Identify and compare 
multiple perspectives of a 
given historical experience. 

Identify, compare, and 
evaluate multiple 
perspectives of a given 
historical experience.  

Describe and compare 
historical developments. 

Describe, compare, and 
evaluate multiple historical 
developments (within 
societies; across and 
between societies; in 
various chronological and 
geographical contexts). 

Describe, compare, and 
evaluate multiple historical 
developments (within 
societies; across and 
between societies; in 
various chronological and 
geographical contexts). 

Recognize the relationship 
between geography, 
economics, and history in 
social studies. 

Describe the relationship 
between geography, 
economics, and history as a 
context for events and 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Comparison and 
Contextualization 

  Analyze case studies in 
United States history in a 
comparative framework, 
while attending to the role 
of chronology and 
sequence, as well as 
categories of comparison 
or socio-political 
components. 

 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Geographic 
Reasoning 

Recognize that 
characteristics (cultural, 
economic, and physical-
environmental) of regions 
affect the history of 
communities, civilizations, 
and nations.   



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Economics and 
Economic 
Systems 



Social Studies 
Practices 

Grades K-4 Grades 5-8 Grades 9-12 

Civic 
Participation 
 

Identify differing 
philosophies of social and 
political participation. 

Explain differing 
philosophies of social and 
political participation and 
the role of the individual 
leading to group-driven 
philosophies. 



Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 5-12 
(See note on page 10 regarding inclusion of Grade 5*) 

 
Grades 5-8 Students Grades 9-10 Students Grades 11-12 students 

Key Ideas and Details 
1.  Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. 

1.  Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources, attending to such 
features as the date and origin of the 
information.  

1.  Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from 
specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a 



 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7.  Integrate visual information 
(e.g., charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital 
texts. 

7.  Integrate quantitative or technical 
analysis (e.g., charts, research data) 
wi



Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 
 

Grades 5-8 Students Grades 9-10 Students Grades 11-12 Students 
Text Types and Purposes 
1.  Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content.



achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), 
and multimedia when useful in 
aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with 
relevant, well-chosen facts, 



 
Grades 5-8 Students Grades 9-10 Students Grades 11-12 Students 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4.  Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

4.  Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  

4.  Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

5.  With some guidance and support 
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