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Social Studies Practices Grades 9-12 
A. Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence 

1. Define and frame questions about events and the world in which we live, form hypotheses 
as potential answers to these questions, use evidence to answer these questions, and 
consider and analyze counter-hypotheses. 

2. Identify, describe, and evaluate evidence about events from diverse sources (including 
written documents, works of art, photographs, charts and graphs, artifacts, oral traditions, 
and other primary and secondary sources). 

3. Analyze evidence in terms of content, authorship, point of view, bias, purpose, format, and 
audience. 

4. Describe, analyze, and evaluate arguments of others. 
5. Make inferences and draw conclusions from evidence. 
6. Deconstruct and construct plausible and persuasive arguments, using evidence. 
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4. Recognize and interpret (at different scales) the relationships between patterns and 
processes. 

5. 
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Grades 9 and 10 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects 

 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships between 
the claims(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each 
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such 

that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add 
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Grade 9: Unifying Themes Aligned to Key Ideas 
 

  Key 
Ideas 9.1 9.2 9.3 9.4 9.5 9.6 9.7 9.8 9.9 9.10 

 
1 

Individual 
Development and 
Cultural Identity 
(ID) 

   
�y��

   
�y��

     

 
 

2 

Development, 
Movement, and 
Interaction of 
Cultures 
(MOV) 
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�¾ Students will examine the locations and relative sizes of postclassical states and empires 
at the heights of their power, including the Abbasid Caliphate, Byzantine Empire, 
Mongol Empire, and Song and Tang dynasties, noting relative position, power within 
their regions and the areas they influenced. 

�¾ Students will compare and contrast the empire-building processes of the Mongols and 
the Islamic caliphates, noting important disruptions in other regions. 

 
9.5 c Periods of stability and prosperity enabled cultural, technological, and scientific 
achievements and innovations that built on or blended with available knowledge, and often led 
to cultural diffusion. 

 
�¾ Students will compare and contrast the achievements and innovations of the Tang and 

Song dynasties with the Abbasid Caliphate. 
�¾ Students will explore the spread and evolution of technology and learning from East 

Asia to Western Europe via the Middle East (e.g., gunpowder, ship technology, 
navigation, printing, paper). 

�¾ Students will examine feudal Japan, tracing the previous arrival of elements of Chinese 
culture (e.g., Buddhism, writing, poetry, art) and how those elements were adopted in 
and adapted to Japanese society. 

 
9.6 SOCIAL AND CULTURAL GROWTH AND CONFLICT: During the postclassical era, the 
growth of transregional empires and the use of trade networks influenced religions and 
spread disease. These cross-cultural interactions also led to conflict and affected 
demographic development. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: TCC, GEO, GOV, ECO, EXCH) 

 
9.6 a Internal tensions and challenges grew as disputes over authority and power arose between 
and among religious and political leaders. 

 
�¾ Students will investigate the divisions within Islam (Sunni-Shia) and the Great Schism 

between Roman Catholic Christianity and Orthodox Christianity and their impacts. 
�¾ Students will investigate the Crusades and the Delhi Sultanate from multiple 

perspectives. 
�¾ Students will examine the development of Sikhism in South Asia during this time period. 

 
9.6 b Networks of exchange facilitated the spread of disease, which affected social, cultural, 
economic, and demographic development. 

 
�¾ Students will map the spread of the Black Death (Bubonic Plague) as it was carried 

westward from Asia to Africa and Europe. 
�¾ Students will evaluate the effects of the Black Death on these regions. 

 
Global Interactions, ca. 1400 – 1750 

 
9.7 THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND THE MING DYNASTY PRE-1600: Islam, Neo-Confucianism, 
and Christianity each influenced the development of regions and shaped key centers of 
power in the world between 1368 and 1683. The Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty 
were two powerful states, each with a view of itself and its place in the world. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: ID, MOV, GEO, SOC, GOV, EXCH) 

 
9.7 a Three belief systems  
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�¾ Students will map the extent of the Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty at the height 
of their power. 

 
9.7 b The dominant belief systems and the ethnic and religious compositions of the Ottoman 
Empire and the Ming Dynasty affected their social, political, and economic structures and 
organizations. 

 
�¾ Students will analyze how the ethnic and religious compositions of the Ottoman Empire 

and the Ming Dynasty were reflected in their political and societal organizations. 
 

9.7 c The Ottoman Empire and the Ming Dynasty had different views of the world and their place 
in it. Islam under the Ottoman Empire and Neo-Confucianism under the Ming Dynasty 
influenced the political, economic, military, and diplomatic interactions with others outside of 
their realm. 

 
�¾ Students will examine Ming interactions with European traders and Christian 

missionaries. 
�¾ Students will examine how the Ottomans interacted with Europeans noting the role of 

Suleiman the Magnificent. 
 

9.8 AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS PRE-
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(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: ID, MOV, TCC, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH) 
 

9.9 
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9.10 INTERACTIONS AND DISRUPTIONS: Efforts to reach the Indies resulted in the encounter 
between the people of Western Europe, Africa, and the Americas. This encounter led to a 
devastating impact on populations in the Americas, the rise of the transatlantic slave trade, 
and the reorientation of trade networks. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, CIV, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 

 
9.10 a Various motives, new knowledge, and technological innovations influenced exploration 
and the development of European transoceanic trade routes. 

 
�¾ 
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�¾ Students will explore how shifts in the global trade networks and the use of gunpowder 
affected the Ottoman Empire. 

�¾ Students will examine the development of European maritime empires and 
mercantilism. 
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Grade 10: Global History and Geography II 
 

Grade 10 provides a snapshot of the world circa 1750. The course continues chronologically up to 
the present. Several concepts are woven throughout the course including industrialization, 
nationalism, imperialism, conflict, technology, and the interconnectedness of the world. The last 
three Key Ideas focus on global issues, applying a more thematic approach. 
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1750–1914: An Age of Revolutions, Industrialization, and Empires 
 

10.2 : ENLIGHTENMENT, REVOLUTION, AND NATIONALISM: The Enlightenment called into 
question traditional beliefs and inspired widespread political, economic, and social change. 
This intellectual movement was used to challenge political authorities in Europe and 
colonial rule in the Americas. These ideals inspired political and social movements. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 5; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, SOC, GOV, CIV) 

 
10.2 a Enlightenment thinkers developed political philosophies based on natural laws, which 
included the concepts of social contract, consent of the governed, and the rights of citizens. 

 
�¾ Students will examine at least three Enlightenment thinkers, including John Locke, 

Baron de Montesquieu, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and key ideas from their written 
works. 
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10.3 b Factors including new economic theories and practices, new sources of energy, and 
technological innovations influenced the development of new communication and 
transportation systems and new methods of production. These developments had numerous 
effects. 

 
�¾ Students will analyze the factors and conditions needed to industrialize and to expand 

industrial production, as well as shifts in economic practices. 
�¾ Students will examine the economic theory presented in The Wealth of Nations. 
�¾ Students will examine changes and innovations in energy, technology, communication, 

and transportation that enabled industrialization. 
 

10.3 c 
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�¾ Students will compare and contrast maps of Africa from ca. 1800 and ca. 1914, noting 
the changes and continuities of ethnic groups and regions, African states, and European 
claims. 

 

1914–Present: Crisis and Achievement in the 20th Century 
 

10.5 UNRESOLVED GLOBAL CONFLICT (1914–1945): World War I and World War II led to 
geopolitical changes, human and environmental devastation, and attempts to bring stability 
and peace. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: TCC, GEO, GOV, CIV, TECH, EXCH) 

 
10.5 a International competition, fueled by nationalism, imperialism, and militarism along with 
shifts in the balance of power and alliances, led to world wars. 

 
�¾ Students will compare and contrast long- and short-term causes and effects of World 

War I and World War II. 
 

10.5 b Technological developments increased the extent of damage and casualties in both World 
War I and World War II. 

 
�¾ Students will compare and contrast the technologies utilized in both World War I and 

World War II, noting the human and environmental devastation. 
 

10.5 c The devastation of the world wars and use of total war led people to explore ways to 
prevent future world wars. 

 
�¾ Students will examine international efforts to work together to build stability and peace, 

including Wilson’s Fourteen Points, the Treaty of Versailles, the League of Nations, and 
the United Nations. 

 
10.5 d Nationalism and ideology played a significant role in shaping the period between the 
world wars. 

 
�¾ Students will examine the Russian Revolution and the development of Soviet ideology 

and nationalism under Lenin and Stalin. 
�¾ Students will examine the role of nationalism and the development of the National 

Socialist state under Hitler in Germany. 
�¾ Students will examine the role of nationalism and militarism in Japan. 
�¾ Students will investigate the causes of the Great Depression and its influence on the rise 

of totalitarian dictators and determine the common characteristics of these dictators. 
 

10.5 e Human atrocities and mass murders occurred in this time period. 
 

�¾ Students will examine the atrocities against the Armenians; examine the Ukrainian 
Holodomor, and examine the Holocaust. 
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10.7 c Nationalism in the Middle East was often influenced by factors such as religious beliefs 
and secularism. 

 
�¾ Students will investigate Zionism, the mandates created at the end of World War I, and 

Arab nationalism. 
�¾ Students will examine the creation of the State of Israel and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

 
10.7 d Nationalism in China influenced the removal of the imperial regime, led to numerous 
conflicts, and resulted in the formation of the communist People’s Republic of China. 

 
�¾ Students will trace the Chinese Civil War, including the role of warlords, nationalists, 

communists, and the world wars that resulted in the division of China into a communist- 
run People’s Republic of China and a nationalist-run Taiwan. 

�¾ Students will investigate political, economic, and social policies under Mao Zedong and 
Deng Xiaoping and compare and contrast these policies. 

 
Contemporary Issues 

 
10.8 TENSIONS BETWEEN TRADITIONAL CULTURES AND MODERNIZATION: Tensions exist 
between traditional cultures and agents of modernization. Reactions for and against 
modernization depend on perspective and context. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, SOC, GOV, CIV, TECH) 

 
10.8 a Cultures and countries experience and view modernization differently. For some, it is a 
change from a traditional rural, agrarian condition to a secular, urban, industrial condition. 
Some see modernization as a potential threat and others as an opportunity to be met. 

 
�¾ Students will investigate the extent to which urbanization and industrialization have 

modified the roles of social institutions such as family, religion, education, and 
government by examining one case study in each of these regions: Africa (e.g., 
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra Leone), Latin America (e.g., Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico), and Asia (e.g., China, India, Indonesia, South Korea). 

 
10.8 b Tensions between agents of modernization and traditional cultures have resulted in 
ongoing debates within affected societies regarding social norms, gender roles, and the role of 
authorities and institutions. 

 
�¾ Students will investigate, compare, and contrast tensions between modernization and 

traditional culture in Turkey under the rule of Kemal Atatürk and in Iran under the 
Pahlavis and the Ayatollahs. 

�¾ Students will explore how changes in technology, such as communication and 
transportation, have affected interactions between people and those in authority (e.g., 
efforts to affect change in government policy, engage people in the political process 
including use of social media, control access to information, and use terrorism as a 
tactic). 

 
10.9 GLOBALIZATION AND A CHANGING GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT (1990–PRESENT): 
Technological changes have resulted in a more interconnected world, affecting economic 
and political relations and in some cases leading to conflict and in others to efforts to 
cooperate. Globalization and population pressures have led to strains on the environment. 
(Standards: 2, 3, 4, 5; Themes: MOV, TCC, GEO, GOV, ECO, TECH, EXCH) 

 
10.9 a Technological changes in communication and transportation systems allow for 
instantaneous interconnections and new networks of exchange between people and places that 
have lessened the effects of time and distance. 
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Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short and more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self- 
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms 
of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and over-reliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection and research. 
 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) on a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

 

Common Core Standards Speaking and Listening 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. 
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
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Grade 11: Unifying Themes aligned to Key Ideas 
 

  Key 
Ideas 

11.1 11.2 11.3 11.4 11.5 11.6 11.7 11.8 11.9 11.10 11.11 

 

1 
Individual 
Development and 
Cultural Identity 
(ID) 

     
 

�y��

   
 

�y��

   
 

�y��

 

 

2 
Development, 
Movement, and 
Interaction of Cultures 
(MOV 

  
 

�y��

          

 
3 Time, Continuity, and 

Change 
(TCC) 

  

�y��

 

�y��
 


·  

 

�y��

 

�y��

  

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

 
4 Geography, Humans, 

and the Environment 
(GEO) 

  
 

�y��

  
 

�y��

  
 

�y��

 
 

�y��

     

 
5 

Development and 
Transformation of 
Social Structures 
(SOC) 

      
 

�y��

 
 

�y��

 
 

�y��

   
 

�y��

 

 
6 Power, Authority, and 

Governance 
(GOV) 

  

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

   

�y��

  

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

 

�y��

 
7 Civic Ideals and 

Practices 
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11.4 POST-CIVIL WAR ERA (1865 – 1900): Reconstruction resulted in political reunion and 
expanded constitutional rights. However, those rights were undermined, and issues of 
inequality continued for African Americans, women, Native Americans, Mexican Americans, 
and Chinese immigrants. 
(Standards: 1, 4, 5; Themes: ID, TCC, CIV, ECO) 

 
11.4 a 
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�¾ Students will examine the technological innovations that facilitated industrialization, 
considering energy sources, natural resources, transportation, and communication. 

�¾ Students will examine the growth of industries under the leadership of businessmen 
such as John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, J.P. Morgan, and Henry Ford and analyze 
their business practices and organizational structures. 

�¾ Students will evaluate the effectiveness of state and federal attempts to regulate 
business by examining the Supreme Court decision in Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific R.R. v. 
Illinois (1886), the Interstate Commerce Act (1887), the Sherman Antitrust Act (1890), 
and President Theodore Roosevelt’s trust-busting role as evidenced in Northern 
Securities Co. v. United States (1904). 

 
11.5 b Rapid industrialization and urbanization created significant challenges and societal 
problems that were addressed by a variety of reform efforts. 

 
�¾ Students will examine demographic trends associated with urbanization and 

immigration between 1840 and 1920, including push-pull factors regarding Irish 
immigration and immigration from southern and eastern Europe. 

�¾ Students will examine problems faced by farmers between 1870 and 1900 and examine 
the goals and achievements of the Grange Movement and the Populist Party. 

�¾ Students will examine the attempts of workers to unionize from 1870 to 1920 in 
response to industrial working conditions, including the Knights of Labor, the American 
Federation of Labor, the American Railway Union, the International Ladies Garment 
Workers’ Union, and the Industrial Workers of the World, considering actions taken by 
the unions and the responses to these actions. 

�¾ Students will examine Progressive Era reforms, such as the 16th and 17th amendments 
(1913) and the establishment of the Federal Reserve System (1913). 

�¾ Students will examine the efforts of the woman’s suffrage movement after 1900, leading 
to ratification of the 19th amendment (1920). 

�¾ Students will trace the temperance and prohibition movements leading to the 
ratification of the 18th amendment (1919). 

�¾ Students will trace reform efforts by individuals and the consequences of those efforts, 
including: 

�x Jane Addams and Hull House 
�x Jacob Riis’ How the Other Half Lives 
�x New York Governor Theodore Roosevelt and the Tenement Reform 

Commission 
�x Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and the Meat Inspection Act 
�x Margaret Sanger and birth control 
�x Ida Tarbell’s The History of the Standard Oil Company 
�x Ida Wells and her writings about lynching of African Americans 
�x Booker T. Washington’s contributions to education, including the creation of 

Tuskegee Institute 
�x 



Page 39  Grades 9-12 

�¾ 
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11.8 c In response to World War II and the Holocaust, the United States played a major role in 
efforts to prevent such human suffering in the future. 

 
�¾ Students will investigate American officials' knowledge of the Holocaust, evaluating the 

degree to which intervention may have been possible. 
�¾ Students will examine the contributions of Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson and 

his arguments made as Chief Prosecutor for the United States at the Nuremberg War 
Crimes trials. 

�¾ Students will investigate the role of Eleanor Roosevelt in creating the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 
11.9 COLD WAR (1945 – 1990): In the period following World War II, the United States 
entered into an extended era of international conflict called the Cold War which influenced 
foreign and domestic policy for more than 40 years. 
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�ƒ Gay Rights and the LGBT movement (e.g., Stonewall Inn riots [1969], efforts 
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�¾ Students will investigate the role of multinational corporations and their influence on 
both the United States economy and on other countries around the world. 

�¾ Students will examine the economic relationship and the strategic rivalry
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Grade 12: Participation in Government and Civics 
 

This course aims to provide students with opportunities to become engaged in the political process 
by acquiring the knowledge and practicing the skills necessary for active citizenship. Content 
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12.E2c Businesses choose what to supply in the product market, based on product market 
prices, available technology, and prices of factors of production. The prices of those factors are 
determined based on supply and demand in the factor market. The supply and demand of each 
factor market is directly related to employment. Debates surround various ways to minimize 
unemployment (frictional, structural, cyclical). 

 
12.E3 THE IMPACT OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY: There are various 
economic systems in the world. The United States operates within a mixed, free market 
economy that is characterized by competition and a limited role of government in economic 
affairs. Economic policy makers face considerable challenges within a capitalist system, 
including unemployment, inflation, poverty, and environmental consequences. Globalization 
increases the complexity of these challenges significantly, and has exerted strong and 
transformative effects on workers and entrepreneurs in the United States economy. 

 
12.E3a As the United States has evolved from an agrarian to an industrial to an information 
economy, the workplace requires a more highly skilled and educated workforce. 
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12.E4d Trade policies and agreements (tariffs, quotas, embargoes) set the rules for trade 
between the United States and other nations. Agreeing on such rules is very difficult because 
each nation has different interests, and each nation has special interest groups trying to 
influence the negotiations. 


	Contents

